DIERS FALL MEETING (October 5 – 7, 2015), HOUSTON, TX
The Fall 2015 DIERS Users Group meeting will be held on October 5 - 7, 2015 (MONDAY to WEDNESDAY) at the Hilton Garden Inn Houston Galleria Area, 3201 Sage Road, Houston, TX  77056.  Call (713) 629-0101 to reserve a room.  FAX (713) 629-0102  Room rates for the hotel will be $159 (single / double) plus six percent state and five percent local tax.  Guest room rates will be extended for three days before and after the meeting.  Mention DIERS to get our rate.  The hotel will hold our block of rooms until September 18, 2015 (Reserve before this date).  A credit card will be required to register at the hotel.  Refunds will be made on reservations canceled more than 24 hours prior to confirmed arrival date.
1. Book Online:  Go to www.houstongalleriaarea.hgi.com.  In the top right corner enter the dates of your stay.  This will direct you to the reservation page.  Enter your room type preferences.  Then enter your group code DIERS in the group/convention code box under the special accounts portion of the screen.  Click next and the group rate will appear along with the availability of the room type selected.  You can also take a photo tour of the hotel.
2. Call the Hotel Directly at 713.629.0101:  You can always call the Hilton Garden Inn Houston Galleria Area directly if you are more comfortable communicating directly with the hotel or if you have a special request.  Just provide the reservationists with the group code DIERS or the group name, DESIGN INSTITUTE FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF SYSTEMS  and they will be able to help you complete the reservation process.
NOTE: Internet access in guest and meeting rooms is complimentary.  Free parking is available at the hotel for meeting attendees.  Complimentary shuttle service is available within a three mile radius of the hotel.  Fitness center and outdoor pool available for hotel guests.
Attendance at this and future DIERS meetings will be limited to those who have paid their yearly DIERS dues before or at the time of registration for the DIERS meeting.  Registration for and payment of the actual cost of the meeting by DIERS (dues paying) members will be accomplished using the DIERS website and submission of a credit card.  We no longer collect monies and pay for the meeting expenses on site.  The daily fee to attend the meeting will be $125 and includes a continental breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, meeting room rental and audiovisual charges.  Our catering contract must be guaranteed to the hotel NLT October 1 (Tuesday).  No refund after that date since DIERS has to pay the guarantee.  The link to the AIChE credit card payment system is at the top of the www.aiche.org/diers webpage.  Use the REGISTER NOW link for both registration and payment of the fees, which cover the expenses, for the meeting.

The schedule for the meeting is as follows:


         Date         
   Time   



Activity


10 / 5 / 14 (Mon)
8:00-5:00
Mathematical Modeling of ERS Design

            10 / 6 / 14 (Tue)
8:00-5:00
Business Meeting / Committee Reports / 







   Technical Presentations

10 / 6 / 14



No Group Dinner (Informal groups formed at meeting)
10 / 7 / 14 (Wed)
8:00-3:00
ERS Design / Testing Methodology
      The DUG meeting agenda will be published by mid August and posted on the www.aiche.org/diers website.

Speakers and Tutorials are needed for all three dates.  I need to prepare the agenda by the first of August, so please respond ASAP.  Call (304) 776-6371 or E-mail fisherhg@suddenlink.net to arrange a presentation.  Include Title, Duration, Speakers, and Desired Dates / Times.
Everyone planning to attend the meeting should consider giving a presentation.  We have a diverse range of backgrounds, education, knowledge and experience within the group.  All should have some information to impart that has the potential to improve the safety performance of their own and other member companies.  Presentations become a vital part of any career as one progresses up the corporate ladder.
NOTE:  Make early flight arrangements (six to eight weeks ahead) to find the best prices and available seats on desirable flights.
